STATE OF INDIANA)

                               SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY)

The March 7, 2022, regular meeting of the Clay County Commissioners was called to order by President Marty Heffner at 9:00 a.m.  Those present included Commissioners Paul Sinders, Bryan Allender, and Marty Heffner. Also attending was Eric Somheil, Attorney for the County Executive. Jennifer M Flater made a record of the proceedings to wit:

Bryan Allender led the Pledge to the Flag followed with prayer by Paul Harden. 

A motion to approve the February 7, 2022, regular meeting minutes, was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Bryan Allender.  Motion carried 3-0. 

IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERATION OF 2022 PRIMARY ELECTION POLLING LOCATIONS
Jennifer Flater read a statement from Anola with the Election Office and presented the voting places for the 2022 Primary Election. The eight voting locations will be located at the Orange Building in Clay City Park,  Lewis Township Fire Department, Carbon Baptist Church, Center Point Fire Department, Grace Chapel Church in Brazil, Harmony Community Center, Clay Community Schools Central Office, and the VFW Post 1127 (Bingo Hall).  Early voting will be allowed April 5 thru Monday, May 2nd at noon.  Early voting will also take place on Saturday, April 23rd at the Bowling Green Community Building and on April 30th at the Cory Nazarene Church from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM.
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Motion to approve the 2022 Primary Election Voting Locations as presented was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Bryan Allender. Motion carried 3-0. 

IN THE MATTER OF AMENDMENT TO RECORDERS COPIER LEASE
Andrew Gauer, with Gordon Flesch, presented an amended lease agreement for the Recorder’s Office. The current copier cannot scan the 11 x 17 pages in the Recorder’s books. The new copier will hopefully be here in 4 to 6 weeks.
Motion to approve the amendment to the Recorder’s Office Copier Lease as presented was made by Bryan Allender and seconded by Paul Sinders. Motion carried 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF PROSECUTOR OFFICE COPIER LEASE RENEWAL
Andrew Gauer, with Gordon Flesch, presented a new 60 month copier lease for the Prosecutor Office. Emily Clarke, Prosecutor, stated the Prosecutor Office is using less paper as they have been going paperless as much as they can. This will make the renewal a lower monthly cost.
Motion to approve the Prosecutor Office Copier Lease Renewal as presented was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Bryan Allender. Motion carried 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF PRELIMINARILY APPROVING FORM OF LEASE
Lou Britton presented Resolution 1-2022 A Resolution of the Board of Commissioners of Clay County, Indiana, Approving Various Matters in Connection with the Lease of a New Jail Building for Use by the County. This stated there will need to be 2 appraisals of the parcels because the Board of Commissioners owns the property and will need to transfer to the Clay County Building Corporation. Jason Semler, with Baker Tilly, was also in attendance to answer any questions about the financing or lease.
Motion to approve Resolution 1-2022 and to appoint the 2 appraisers as presented was made by Bryan Allender and seconded by Marty Heffner. Motion carried 3-0. 

IN THE MATTER OF ENGAGEMENT LETTERS

Lou Britton presented Letter of Engagement for the Jail project from Cox, Zwerner, Gambill, and Sullivan. Lou explained this was normal procedure for this type of project.

Motion to approve and accept the Letter of Engagement from Cox, Zwerner, Gambill, and Sullivan as presented was made by Bryan Allender and seconded by Marty Heffner. Motion carried 3-0.

Eric presented Letter of Engagement for the Jail project from Barnes & Thornburg and explained this was normal procedure for this type of project.

Motion to approve and accept the Letter of Engagement from Barnes & Thornburg, as presented was made by Bryan Allender and seconded by Marty Heffner. Motion carried 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERATION OF BAKERTILLY AGREEMENT FOR AUDITOR’S OFFICE

Jennifer Flater presented the Bakertilly contract to assist with the 2023 budget process and stated the money is already in the Auditor’s budget for 2022. 

Motion to approve the Bakertilly contract was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Bryan Allender. Motion carried 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF CLAY COUNTY 2021 ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT

Auditor Jennifer Flater presented the commissioners with the annual financial report for 2021 and stated a copy of the full report is available for review in the Auditor’s Office. The report is due March 1st to the State. Auditor Flater was excited that she submitted the Clay County Report to the State on January 19, 2022.

Motion to approve and accept the Clay County 2021 Annual Financial Report as presented was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Marty Heffner. Motion carried 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERATION OF COMMUNITY CROSSING GRANT BID PACKET

Paul presented the bid packet from the County Highway Department. This will be for asphalt jobs for the Community Crossing Grant for 2022 if Clay County is awarded funds. The Commissioners are all very hopeful we will receive the full Community Crossing Grant again this year

Motion to approve the Community Crossing Grant bid packets as presented was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Bryan Allender. Motion carried 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF PUBLIC COMMENTS 
During the public comments at the Commissioners meeting a few individuals spoke out about the potential jail expansion. There were a lot of concerns with how the ICE program is handled and that the ICE detainees are not being treated fairly by our government. Those that spoke were as follows: Zachary Sneddon, Clay County citizen, Dr. Robin Valenzuela, with Indiana AID, and Kayla Bledsoe, an organizer. 

Matthew West inquired about a parcel in Lewis Township and stated it is not livable and needs to be demolished. Mr. West had heard the parcel may be for sale and did not know the next steps to take. Mr. Sinders stated he had been in contact with the owner and would pass on Mr. West’s information.
IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Bryan Allender.  Motion carried 3-0.
Clay County Commissioners 

Attest:

Clay County Auditor
